
 

Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 

www.fugelmere.org.uk  

Welcome to our September 2019 newsletter.  
 
Luncheon: Monday 9th September 2019. 

 
The menu is 

 
 Starter: Smoked Trout with Potato and Chive Salad. 

Main:  Braised Lamb Shank, Cut Roast Potato and Green Beans. 

 Dessert:  Apple Tart Tatin with Pouring Cream. 
 

Please remember that the cost of luncheon is now £20.00.  The speaker this month will be Kit 
Mitchell, on “The history of surface transport, with some local examples”.  Kit worked at 
Transport and Road Research Laboratory for 25 years, and will tell the story of the 

development of surface transport over the past 2,000 years.  The Roman road network was 
similar to our modern motorway and trunk network, but travelling only improved from the late 

18th century.  Railways after 1830 were a step change, and by about 1880 we had a network 
similar to todays.  Since about 1955 the car has dominated surface transport.  First canals, 
then railways and roads, have changed the geography of the country. 

 
Apologies for Absence 

 
Any apologies for this lunch meeting must be given, by Thursday 5th September, to Ted Payne, 
or if Ted is unavailable, or you do not receive an acknowledgement from him, to Simon 

Hackett.  Ted and Simon’s telephone numbers and email addresses are in the handbook. 
 

For telephone calls please ensure you get a verbal acknowledgement, especially if leaving a 
message on answer phone or voice-mail.  For e-mail, please ask for a reply from the 
addressee. 

 
Our advice is not to click on the links above, but to e-mail Ted or Simon directly from your own 

contacts list, checking the e-mail address is up-to-date. 
 
If you do not receive a reply, either by phone or e-mail, you will be assumed to be attending 

and the club will be charged for your lunch, which will be at your cost.  Please note that this 
also applies to late apologies received after the deadline and for just forgetting to turn up! 

 

News of members 
 
Dennis Staples is still in Marlborough House nursing home in Church Crookham and would love 

to see his Probus friends. Please advise Nora beforehand if you wish to do this.  

http://www.fugelmere.org.uk/


Recent Event 

Sandham Memorial Chapel and Romsey Abbey, Tuesday 20th August 

Organiser:  Kit Mitchell. 

Twelve members and seven guests visited 

Sandham Memorial Chapel and Romsey Abbey.  
The Chapel hides a series of wonderful 
paintings by the acclaimed artist Sir Stanley 

Spencer.  Inspired by his experience in the 
First World War as a medical orderly and a 

soldier, the paintings depict scenes from the 
Beaufort Hospital, Bristol and the forgotten 
front in Salonika.  We had a talk on Spencer 

and a guided tour of the paintings, followed by 
an excellent lunch at The Carpenters Arms, a 

traditional pub.  In the afternoon we visited 
Romsey Abbey, the largest parish church in 

Hampshire which traces its origins back to 907 
AD and feels a cathedral in all but name.  Split 

into two small groups we were shown the Abbey 
by guides who delighted in sharing the history 

of the church and the nunnery that pre-dated it.  
The Anglo-Saxon rood in St Anne’s Chapel is 
one of the oldest in Britain.  During the tour we 

were told about a geophysical survey that had 
just revealed the foundations of two churches 

under the present one; one, a Saxon church 
replaced by the Normans, was known, but the 
second was completely new.  

 
 

 

The group at Sandham Memorial Chapel 

 
Lunch at the Carpenters Arms 

 

Romsey Abbey 

 

The Saxon Rood (crucifix) dating from c.960  



Forthcoming Events 

Thursday 12th September, Petanque Afternoon at Cody Sports & Social Club 

Organisers:  Brian Armes and George Edwards. 

We have arranged another Petanque session at the Cody Sports & Social Club on the afternoon 

of Thursday 12th September.  There will be melee of three 35 minute games, after which we will 
serve a light tea of sandwiches and cake during which we will award the prizes from the 
Petanque session.  If you do not want to play Petanque just coming along for the social 

company and enjoy the tea.  The sign-up sheet is available. The cost of £9 (with a 
reduction of £5 for any Crondall Petanque Club members) was payable at the August 

lunch.  Meanwhile we are making offerings to the rain gods for dry weather! 

 
Wednesday 25 September 2019, Lasham Gliding Heritage Centre 

Organiser:  Kit Mitchell. 

We have a presentation and tour arranged at the Gliding Heritage Centre at Lasham 

Aerodrome, where there is a large collection of vintage gliders and equipment.  There will be 
the possibility of lunch in the club restaurant between the presentation and tour.  The sign-up 
sheet is available.  The cost is £6 per person, which was payable at the July luncheon.  

We will make our own way to Lasham, arriving for the presentation at 11am.  Let Kit 
know if you would like a lift to Lasham. 

 

Wednesday 9 October, Autumn Walk 

Organisers: Michael Butcher and Kit Mitchell. 

We will walk around the Roman walls of the city of Silchester, visit the amphitheatre and go to 
the Calleva Arms for a pub lunch.  This will be a shorter walk than usual, to allow time to read 

information boards and spend time in the 12th century church and the Roman amphitheatre.  A 
sign-up sheet is available.  We will meet at English Heritage car park at 10.15am.   

 
Thursday 24 October, Lacock Abbey, village and the Fox Talbot Museum of photography 

Organiser: Kit Mitchell. 

Lacock village is owned by the National Trust and used for film sets.  Lacock abbey is a quirky 
country house, built on a former nunnery, with 800 years of history in one building.  A 

photographic museum celebrates a former resident, William Fox Talbot, one of the inventors of 
photography.  Our coach will drop us at the reception office, but there is a walk of about 400 
yards to the entrance to the Abbey.  Mobility scooters are available if booked in advance.  We 

have a table booked for lunch (at our own expense) at the Red Lion, about 200 yards from the 
reception office.  The sign-up sheet is available.  The cost will be £14 - £22 for National 

Trust members, £28 - £36 for non-members, depending on numbers.  Lunch will be at 
your own expense.  A £10 deposit was due at the July lunch, balance in October. 
 

Wednesday 20 November, The Museum of Military Medicine and the Aldershot Military 
Museum 

Organiser: Kit Mitchell. 

We will make our own way to The Museum of Military Medicine at Keogh Barracks, Ash Vale, 
where we will start our visit with a lecture and then have a guided tour the museum.  Tables for 

a pub lunch have been arranged at the Swan, Ash Vale.  In the afternoon we will visit the 
Aldershot Military Museum, also for a guided tour of the museum.  A sign-up sheet is 

available.  The cost will be £7 to £12 depending on numbers, payable in October.  Kit 
will arrange car sharing, if required.   



Saturday 21st December 2019, Mill at Sonning Dinner Theatre, "Singin' In The Rain" 
 
Organiser: Terry Berridge. 

We have again been able to book the best seats in the house for the matinée performance of 
this iconic film and musical.  We will travel by coach from Fleet to arrive in time for pre-lunch 

refreshments before sitting down to a very pleasant lunch followed by the performance.  A 
great way to fill us all up with Christmas cheer.  We have 34 for seats in the centre of rows C 
and D.  The cost will be £68 - £70 per person (depending on numbers) and includes 

coach, parking, gratuities, 3-course lunch and theatre performance.  A sign-up sheet 
is available, with only four tickets left.  Payment of £30 was due in May and the 

balance will be due at our October 2019 lunch. 
 
27th April to 1st May 2020, Spring Break, Warners Bembridge Coast Hotel 

 
Organiser: Ron Thompson. 

For the Spring Break next year we shall be returning to Bembridge on the Isle of Wight for four 
nights half board.  The island offers lots of attractions and the hotel provides entertainment 
every evening.  Two wine receptions and a bowls match are being organised.  Deposits of £30 

have been paid for 37 places, which have been confirmed.  The sign-up sheet is still available 
and additional places should still be available for members or guests wishing to join us on this 

holiday.  Prices are £260 per person for a Standard room or £300 for a Signature room, with 
supplements for a sea view, patio or balcony and for single occupancy.  The ferry is an 

additional £27.50 return per car with up to four occupants.  Payment of the balance will be 
due at the January lunch. 
 

Future date for your diaries 
 

Tuesday 4th February 2020, the FAST (Farnborough Air Sciences Trust) Museum, 
Farnborough 
 

Kind regards, 

Hugh Williams,  

President, Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 


