
Fugelmere Probus club of Fleet 

Past Events Reports 
Wednesday 9 October, Autumn 
Walk 
Organisers: Michael Butcher and Kit 

Mitchell. 
 

Ten members and six guests spent a 
pleasant morning walking around the 
Roman walls of the city of Calleva, 

now Silchester.  We were fortunate 
with the weather and visited the 

amphitheatre as well as walking along 
the top of the city wall, which is up to 
5 metres high, stopping to read the 

many information panels and view the 
remains of the gateways, where the 

slots for the gates are still visible. The 
area inside the wall is farmland, but 

Michael had prepared a handout 
showing the layout of the city.  
 

Few of the group had visited Silchester 
before, and all were impressed by the 

size of the former city and by how 
much of the city wall survives.  After 
our walk we went to the Calleva Arms 

for an excellent pub lunch.   
 

 

 

Wednesday 20 November, The 
Museum of Military Medicine and the Aldershot Military Museum 
 

Organiser: Kit Mitchell; Visit leader: 
Michael Butcher. 

 
Seventeen members and six guests had 
a very interesting and eventful visit to 

two local museums in November.  At 
the Museum of Military Medicine at 

Keogh Barracks near Mitchett, we first 
had a lecture on the life of James 
Barry, a renowned military surgeon in 

the mid-19th century.  We then learned 
that James Barry was born Margaret 

Ann Bulkley!  self-declaring (to herself 
only) as male, was the only way of 
pursuing her chosen career at that 

time.  We then had a guided tour of 
medicine on the battlefield from the 

civil war onwards. 

 

The group at the north gateway of Calleva 

 

The amphitheatre, which could seat 5,000 

 

Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet is welcomed at the Aldershot 

Military Museum 



The group had to brave the cold in the museum as the army has not heated the Keogh Barracks 

or museum for the last three years!  At lunchtime, we then discovered the Swan Inn had had a 
fire the previous day in the kitchen which caused significant delays to our lunch – but the staff 

responded superbly and decided not charge us for our meals and we left a very grateful tip for 
them to share around the staff. 

The afternoon was less eventful, but we had a fascinating guided tour of the Aldershot Military 
Museum which is housed in an old barrack block. We learnt about the birth and growth of the 
barracks in Aldershot, the impact on the surrounding area and the endeavours of the early 

aviator Mr Cody.  Several members of the group enjoyed handling the rifles and sitting in the 
armoured vehicles. 

Kit would like to thank Michael for leading the visit and coping with a bevy of problems. 
 

Saturday 21st December 2019, Mill at Sonning Dinner Theatre, "Singin' In The Rain"  

Organiser: Terry Berridge. 
 

Fifteen members and seventeen guests signed up for this event but sadly five people were 
unable to attend due to last minute medical problems which we hope were all well cleared up by 
Christmas day.  The show was certainly one of the very best we have been to with excellent 

singing and dancing by a top class cast.  We also enjoyed excellent food and conversation which 
was a great start to our Christmas celebrations.  The irony of the title, given our recent 

weather, was not lost on our members! 

Tuesday 4th February, Farnborough Air Sciences Trust (FAST) Museum 

Organiser: Kit Mitchell. 

Twenty members and 3 guests 
visited the FAST Museum, which 

celebrates the history of the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment and its 
predecessor, the Royal Aircraft 

Factory.  Our visit started in Lord 
Trenchard’s office, kept as it was in 

1914, with a talk about the RAE 
and the FAST Museum.  This was 

followed by a visit to the replica of 
Samuel Cody’s British Army 
Aeroplane No.1 which made the 

first powered flight in Britain in 
1908.  Members then toured the 

Museum, which holds more 
material than can be explored in a 
short visit, so many are vowing to 

return when it is warmer. The visit was followed by lunch at the adjacent Swan Hotel. 
 

Wednesday 11th March 2020, Skittles at the Jolly Farmer 

Organiser: Ted Payne. 

All thoughts of virus gloom disappeared when 15 members and 14 guests met for our annual 

Skittles evening at the Jolly Farmer.  As always, competition was fierce with the two Margaret’s, 

Allaway and Berridge, scoring 20 and 19 respectively to take the honours in the Ladies event.  

The Men’s competition saw Simon Hackett playing very strongly to win with a score of 20 

narrowly beating Peter Smith with 19 (or should that be 91?).  Despite having husband Peter as 

chief scorer, Kate Buck’s score of 7 was enough to secure her the coveted wooden spoon (It is 

 

Members with the replica of Cody’s aeroplane  



believed the couple still remain happily married!).  The team event was as competitive as ever 

with the Men emerging victorious with a total 193 points against the Ladies 180. 

The knockout competition brought the evening to an exciting conclusion with Marion Filer and 

Paul Wheatcroft being the only two players still standing at the finish, with Marion conjuring up 

some Welsh wizardry to clinch the honours. 

Finally, a big thank you to all those who volunteered as ‘skittles uppers’ at the hot end of the 

alley, and particular thanks to Peter Buck, in maintaining the scoreboard and keeping things 

running smoothly throughout the evening. 

Monday 29th July 2020 

Organiser:  Kit Mitchell 

Our first event in the Covid-19 era took place on 20th July.  This was a local walk from Kit 

Mitchell’s garden adjoining Calthorpe Park, across Hitches Lane and then through fields, 

alongside the River Hart to Edenbrook Country Park.  We complied with Covid guidance by 

splitting the walk into two separate parties (one led by Kit, the other by Michael Butcher).  

Members within each group were asked to socially distance from each other. 

The weather was perfect, and we spotted both herons on the wing at Edenbrook and a red kite 

over Calthorpe Park.  Several members stayed on after the walk for socially distanced picnics in 

Kit’s garden. 

 

Tuesday 1st September 2020 

Following the success of our first Covid walk around Edenbrook, Peter Buck kindly agreed to 
lead a walk around the woodland to the east of Fleet Pond.  

This was due to take place on 25th August and we were fully booked with two groups, each of 
six walkers.  As we approached the date of the walk, the weather forecast deteriorated till it 

foretold continuous heavy downpours coupled with a yellow wind warning!  Despite the 
hardiness of many 
of our walkers, we 

decided to postpone 
by a week.  

Our decision was 
rewarded when we 

gathered in Peter 
and Kate Buck’s 



garden on 1st September under clear blue skies.  The conditions were ideal, and some ended 

up walking in shirt sleeves – very pleasant after the cold snap in late August.  The walk started 
on the usual Fleet pond circuit to Sandy Bay before we took off through the woodlands on 

Peter and Kate’s favourite tracks with a range of points of interest for us as we circled back 
past the site of the new Pyestock housing development, “Hartland Village”.  On return, several 

members enjoyed a picnic to round off a very pleasant morning. 

Wednesday 23rdSeptember 2020 

We held our third Covid Secure walk, modified to reflect the new “Rule of Six” law.  This was a 

gentle walk in two groups, just over 3 miles long, around Yateley Common, a ‘site of special 
scientific interest’.  Again, this was new territory for several of the walkers.  We were lucky with 

the weather with the second group only just catching the leading edge of an approaching band 
of rain. 
 


