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Fugelmere Probus 
Club of Fleet 

www.fugelmere.org.uk 

 

Welcome to our March 2021 newsletter. 

 

Light at the end of the tunnel!  There is a plan from Boris for releasing us from 

lockdown and we have started planning to get back to our normal Probus 
activities.  We should be able to restart our Lismoyne lunches in July and also 

some of our local events – read on for more details. But, of course…it could still 
all change !!  Let us hope vaccinations continue apace and that infections 
continue to drop sharply. 

 

News of Members 
 
A number of members are working through significant medical conditions 
currently, thankfully, with no Covid complications.  Our best wishes to all for 

speedy resolution.  We are also conscious that we have not heard from some of 
our members for some time and Hugh Williams will be making contact to check 

all is well.  

 
Recent Activities 
 
Our February talk was given by our own Peter Withey, a fascinating description 
of the history of Preston Court in Kent which is interwoven with his own family 

history – and all with various acts of skulduggery down the ages! 
 

We had a change of quiz master for February – Paul Allen – who challenged us 
with some easy and some tough rounds.  People differed on which was which!  
We had new winners this time – Graham and Pauline Bowyer – who managed to 

stop Keith and Margaret Allaway getting their hat-trick. 
  

http://www.fugelmere.org.uk/
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Programme of Future Activities 
 

Monday 8th March - Monthly Zoom meeting and talk 
 

Several members have had to cancel or postpone cruises because of Covid.  So, 
what better compensation than hearing all about “Cunard and Glamorous Stars”, 
courtesy of Steve Herra.  Three generations of his family have been connected 

with Cunard so he should have some good stories to recount. 
 

Remember, spouses and partners are welcome to join the session with you. 

As usual, we will first cover Probus matters and reports from the officers.  
These will start at 2:30 pm but you can join the session any time from 2pm 
onwards.  This gives everyone a chance to make sure their Zoom connection is 

working and to have a chat with other members before the official business 
starts.  

Details for connecting to this Zoom session are the same as previous months 
and available in the circulated newsletter. 

 

Michael Butcher is happy to offer one-on-one support to anyone who is having 

difficulty with Zoom. 

 

Tuesday 23rd March - Zoom quiz 
 
Paul Allen will continue as quiz master for March (Hugh will be back in the saddle 

in April). 
 

The quiz itself kicks off at 8pm but we will open up the Zoom session at 7:45pm 
for those who want to chat beforehand.  The Zoom details are the same as our 

monthly meeting as shown above.  All of your household bubble is welcome to 
join and assist.  No need to book. 
 

Other activities for 2021 

 
We hope to be able to restart our “groups of 6” walks in April and possibly a 
more traditional group walk (maximum 30) in late May.  

 
Regrettably though, the Spring Break will not be able to go ahead and Ron 
Thompson has emailed all those who booked to survey opinions on the next 
steps including refunds or rolling the payments forward to 2022.  

 

It may also be possible to run the Pétanque competition in June and the Cream 
Tea and Quiz in July at Crondall Village Hall.  We are keeping in touch with both 
facilities and should have more news next month. 

 

In the second half of the year, we are hoping to resurrect some of our previously 
planned events: 

● Farnborough wind tunnel tour 

● Stratfield Saye (if the Duke reopens his house in time!) 



01/03/2021 202103 Newsletter for Mar 2021 V2.docx Page 3 of 3 

● Walk at Winkworth Arboretum 

● “Top Hat” at The Mill at Sonning 

 

The first three will all be by personal transport not coach so you can avoid 
getting too up close and friendly! 

 

Secretary’s notes 
 
Birthdays in March:- Michael Butcher 1st, Paul Allen 6th, Alan Summers 8th, 
Wolfgang Hamann 18th.  Congratulations to all the above. 

 
My thoughts are already turning to the AGM in June and the new handbook in 

July.  Draft AGM documents are being prepared with publication expected in 
April's newsletter.  The Handbook needs to be updated ready for printing in early 
June so needs to be fully completed in May.  Members who need to change their 

entries have a couple of months to let me know. 
 

Finally 
 
As we look forward to resumption of more normal club activities, there is an 

expectation that members will take a turn on the committee during their 
membership and we do have an opportunity as Speaker Secretary for next year.  
Please contact me to understand more about the role. 

 
Stay safe, 

 
Kind regards, 

 
 
 

Chris Farmer, 

President, Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 


