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Fugelmere Probus Club of 
Fleet 

www.fugelmere.org.uk 

 

Welcome to our April 2021 newsletter together with the formal notice of our next 

AGM. 

 

I hope you all enjoyed Easter.  Last month we could see light at the end of the 

tunnel.  This month we are poking our heads out, blinking in the bright spring 
sunshine and hopefully, have had the chance to meet some family and friends. 

We can now resume our walks and some of our traditional events, albeit subject 
to some restrictions – read on for dates and details.  

 

This month, the average age of our Probus members crept past 80 and with our 
membership now sitting at 44, it has prompted the Committee to reflect on the 

future of the club and that, if we wish to attract new and younger members, 
whether now might be the time to make changes.  There have been several 

thoughts expressed, such as a toning down of formality, relaxing of dress rules 
and most significantly as to whether the men only premise of our club is still 
valid in today’s society.  It is a fact that women contribute massively in the 

professional and business community.  Consequently, I would welcome your 
personal views on making changes, by phone or email to any member of the 

committee, with a view to setting up a zoom call to discuss potential changes.  

 

Significant changes would likely require an Extraordinary General Meeting, 

however, in any event, our AGM is fast approaching.  This year it will be a Zoom 
call on June 14th.  We have attached the Agenda, along with the nominations for 

the Committee. 

 

Recent Activities 
 

We had a fascinating talk for our March meeting given by Steve Herra on the 
subject of Cunard’s history.  Steve served on several Cunard ships and 

illustrated his talk with lots of photos of famous personalities who have travelled 
on board.  (And those of us who enjoy a cruise will soon be allowed back on 
board.) 

 
Paul Allen’s quiz on 23rd March saw Keith and Margaret Allaway back to their 

winning form beating 18 others to the winning post. 

http://www.fugelmere.org.uk/
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Programme of Confirmed Activities  
 
The list below is for all events this year where we have a date.  There is also a 
list of other events we are hoping to add into the programme. 

 
Monday 12th April - Monthly Zoom meeting and talk 
 

This month, something a little different, Julia Morpeth will be entertaining us 
with the life and experiences of a TV location manager. 
 

Remember, spouses and partners are welcome to join the session with you. 

As usual, we will first cover Probus matters and reports from the officers.  
These will start at 2:30 pm but you can join the session any time from 2pm 
onwards.  This gives everyone a chance to make sure their Zoom connection is 

working and to have a chat with other members before the official business 
starts.  

Details for connecting to this Zoom session are the same as previous months: 
 

Michael Butcher is happy to offer one-on-one support to anyone who is having 
difficulty with Zoom. 

 

Tuesday 20th April - Zoom quiz 
 
Quiz master: Hugh Williams 

 
Hugh Williams will be back in the chair as our quiz master.  This will be our last 

Zoom quiz in the series which has carried us through the winter months.  
Instead, we can now meet for Probus walks and enjoy the outside with 
socialising and longer days.  Many thanks to both Hugh and Paul for their hard 

work in entertaining us and exercising our brains. 
 

The quiz itself kicks off at 8pm but we will open up the Zoom session at 7:45pm 
for those who want to chat beforehand.  The Zoom details are the same as our 
monthly meeting as shown above.  All of your household bubble is welcome to 

join and assist.  No need to book. 
 

Thursday 29th April – walk to Finchampstead Ridges 

 
Organiser: Kit Mitchell 

 
The walk will be up Finchampstead Ridges from the car park at Horseshoe Lake 
Yateley.  The walk is a 4 mile circuit that climbs steadily but gently to the Ridges 
National Trust area, from which we get a view over the countryside before then 

returning past the lakes.   
 

This will be a socially distanced walk in groups of six as we did last summer.  
The first group of six will depart at 10am, the second at 10:20 and the third at 
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10:40.  Sign up by emailing michael.g.butcher@gmail.com or telephoning 
07801-340-570.  We will then notify people of their group and start time.  The 

traditional information sheet is attached with thanks to Kit Mitchell for scouting 
out the route. 

 
 

Tuesday 27th July – Cream Tea and Quiz. 
 
Organiser: Peter Buck. 

 
Everyone will be delighted to see that Peter Buck has been able to book us in 

again at Crondall Village Hall for the ever popular cream tea and quiz event.  If 
the weather is good, tables and chairs will be outside with views across the 
cricket ground; otherwise, we will be in the hall.  Once details are finalised, we 

will issue a signup sheet. 
 

Wednesday, 22nd December matinée, “Top Hat” at The Mill at 

Sonning 
 
Organiser: Terry Berridge 

 
This 2011 musical based on the 1935 film of the same name, tells the story of 
Broadway sensation Jerry Travers who dances his way across Europe to win the 

heart of society girl Dale Tremont.  With an uplifting and entertaining script, this 
show celebrates 1930s song, style and romance. 

 
We have booked 34 of the best seats in anticipation and will open up the signup 
sheet at our July lunch.  As usual, we will travel there by coach.  We will arrive 

at Sonning Mill in time for pre-lunch refreshments before sitting down to our 
meal and then moving to the auditorium to enjoy the performance. 

 

Potential activities under investigation 

 

We are also hoping to resurrect some of our previously planned events 
including: 

• Farnborough wind tunnel tour 

• Stratfield Saye  

• Mottisfont house and garden 

• Walk at Winkworth Arboretum 

• November visit to Winchester School and Winchester Cathedral 
 

Secretary’s notes 
 

Birthdays in April are: - 
 
Bill Hartley 8th, Peter Withey 14th, Ron Thompson 18th, and Paul Wheatcroft on 

 the 30th. Congratulations to all but particularly to Bill who is 80! 

 
 

I have been contacted by Shirley Roberts of Probus Global to update our Club 

file:///C:/Users/chris/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/625M1WM4/michael.g.butcher@gmail.com
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details.  Whilst doing that I managed to join and found to my surprise that I was 
the only member from Fugelmere Probus! I have already been invited to a Zoom 

meeting where a Belgian was to give a presentation on Belgian chocolate and 
beer.  They were expecting attendees from Canada, South Africa, India, 

Australia as well as UK and Europe. 

Have a look at http://www.probusworld.com/About.html.   

The Handbook needs to be updated ready for printing in early June so members 

who need to change their entries have a couple of months to let me know. 
 

And finally, a reminder that we are still looking for volunteers for several posts: 
 

• Speaker secretary 

• Another committee member to support the events team 
• An organiser for the next spring break 

 
Kind regards, 

 

Chris Farmer, 

President, Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 

http://www.probusworld.com/About.html
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FUGELMERE PROBUS CLUB OF FLEET 

 

2021 SPRING WALK – INFORMATION 

 

INTRODUCTION AND ACCESS 

The walk will be up Finchampstead Ridges from the car park at Horseshoe Lake 

Yateley (OS Explorer sheet 159 Reading grid ref 820620).  The best route from Fleet 

is via Cricket Hill Lane to Yateley, then take Yateley Road past Tri-lakes towards 

Sandhurst.  At the T-junction with the A321 turn left and after less than 100 yards, 

left into Lower Church Road immediately before a light-controlled pedestrian 

crossing.  Follow Lower Church Road about ½ mile to a T- junction.  Turn left and 

Horseshoe Lake car park is next on the right. 

 

THE WALK 

The walk is a 4 mile circuit that climbs steadily but gently to the Ridges National 

Trust area, from which we get a view over the countryside.  We than drop down to a 

minor road that leads us onto footpaths past three lakes and alongside the 

Blackwater River back to the car park. 

 

 

 

 

The paths are mainly excellent – dry and well surfaced.  There are a few muddy 

patches but nothing that cannot be stepped over or round.

From 

Yateley 

                
From 

Sandhurst 
shops 



 

[Type here] Probus   NOTICE AGM  June 2021  

 
Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 

  

  Notice of   ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  June 2021 

The Club’s Annual General meeting for 2021 will be held via Zoom on Monday 14th June 2021 

1. Present:    

 Apologies for absence: 

2. Approval of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held by zoom after the Committee meeting 

 on 8 th June 2020 

3. Matters arising. 

4. President’s Address. 

5. Secretary’s Report. 

6. Treasurer’s Report and Approval of the Accounts – see attached 

7. Approval of the Annual Subscription for 2021/2022. 

8. Events’ Co-ordinator’s Report 

9. Speakers’ Secretary Report. 

10. Appointment of Officers for  2021/2022 

  President,      

  Vice President.     

11. Election of the Committee for   2021/2022 

  Secretary,               

  Treasurer,  

  Speakers’ Secretary,     

  Events’ Co-ordinator, 

  Committee members. 

12. Appointment of Account Inspectors.   

13. Handover completed. 

14. Any other business. 

  

Notes 

1. Copies of the minutes of last year’s AGM (Agenda items 2 and 3) will be circulated with the May 

Newsletter. 

2. The Treasurer will circulate the Accounts to members after they have been approved by the Account 

Inspectors. 

3. The notification of the Committee’s nomination of President and Vice President (Agenda Item 10) and of 

the nominations for election to the Committee for 2021/2022.  (Agenda Item 11) are attached.  The form 

for Members to make their own nominations for membership of the Committee are attached. 

 

 

Chris Farmer 

President 

5th April 2021 

 



 

Probus COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS  AGM 2021 

 
 

Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 

 

Election of Officers 2021/2022. 

 

1 Appointment of President and Vice President 

In accordance with The Constitution, Section 4(d), the under-mentioned have been nominated by 

the Committee to serve as President and Vice President for 2021/2022: 

  President     Paul Allen 

  Vice President    Michael Butcher 

 

2 Committee Elections 

(i) The following existing Committee Members are willing to put their names forward for re-

election for   2021/2022    

  Secretary     Simon Hackett    

  Treasurer     Chris Tilley 

  Committee Member                                                 Kit Mitchell 

   

 

These proposals for re-election to the Committee are made by Chris Farmer (President) and 

seconded by Hugh Williams (Immediate Past President).   

  

(ii)   There are vacancies for the following positions and the following members have 

volunteered for these positions: 

      Events’ Co-ordinator    Leslie Holt  

   

These proposals for re-election to the Committee are made by Chris Farmer(President) and seconded 

by Hugh Williams (Immediate Past President).   

 

3 Other Nominations 

  Nominations are required for Speaker’s Secretary 

 

Members are reminded that under The Constitution, Section 5(c), they may propose names for the 

Committee with the agreement of the nominee.  Contested appointments will be decided by ballot 

at the AGM on 14th June 2021.  Please enter nominations on the form overleaf and return the form 

by 30th May 2021 at the latest to Simon Hackett, the Secretary. 

 

Chris Farmer 

President 

5th April 2021 

 

 

 



 

Probus COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS  AGM 2021 

 
Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 

 

 

COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS BY MEMBERS (SECTION 5(c)) 

 

 

Committee Appointment ______________________________ 

 

Nominee    ______________________________ 

 

Proposer    ______________________________ 

 

Seconder    ______________________________ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Committee Appointment ______________________________ 

 

Nominee    ______________________________ 

 

Proposer    ______________________________ 

 

Seconder    ______________________________ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Proposer    ______________________________ 

 

Seconder    ______________________________ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Seconder    ______________________________ 

 


