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Welcome to our March 2020 newsletter. Thankfully the Corona virus has yet to be confirmed 
in Hampshire, and I am sure that all members are fully aware of the latest Government 
advice. We all hope that damage from the virus can be limited. 

 
The funeral of Denis Staples took place on Thursday 27th February. There was a strong 

presence from Probus, with twenty-two members attending.  
 
Ladies Luncheon: Monday 9th March 2020. 

 
The menu is 

 
 Starter: Smoked Salmon and Prawn Cocktail  

Main:  Pork Medallions, Rosti Potato, Grain Mustard Sauce and Seasonal 

   Vegetables 

Dessert:   Lemon Tart with Berry Coulis 

 
Please remember that the cost of luncheon is now £20.00.  The speaker this month is Anita 
Mays who members may recall previously gave us a well-received talk (Flygirl Adventures) 

in November 2018.  On this occasion the subject of Anita’s talk will be “Game, Jet and 
Match”.  Aeroplanes had always been a seminal part of Anita’s childhood. Keen to work in 

the industry she applied to become an airhostess but was subsequently turned down by over 
eight airlines.  Unable to work in the back, she tried up the front and learnt to fly becoming 
an instructor then a qualified commercial pilot.  She has enjoyed a remarkable and colourful 

career, flying executive jets, corporate, airline, freight and some film work. 
 

Apologies for Absence 
 
For ladies’ lunches such as this it is necessary to inform Simon that you are attending, as 

places are allocated.  Any apologies for this lunch meeting must be given, by 
Thursday 5th March no later than 9pm, to Ted Payne, or if Ted is unavailable, or you do 

not receive an acknowledgement from him, to Simon Hackett.  Ted and Simon’s telephone 
numbers and e-mail addresses are in the Club handbook. 
 

For telephone calls please ensure you get a verbal acknowledgement, especially if leaving a 
message on answer phone or voicemail.  For e-mail, please ask for a reply from the 

addressee. 
 

If you do not receive a reply, either by phone or e-mail, you will be assumed to be attending 
and the club will be charged for your lunch, which will be at your cost.  Please note that this 
also applies to late apologies received after the deadline and for just forgetting to turn up! 

 
 

April’s luncheon 

Because the second Monday in April, the 13th, is Easter Monday, lunch will be on Tuesday 

14th April. 

http://www.fugelmere.org.uk/


Recent event 

Tuesday 4th February, Farnborough Air Sciences Trust (FAST) Museum 

Organiser: Kit Mitchell. 

Twenty members and 3 guests 

visited the FAST Museum, which 
celebrates the history of the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment and its 

predecessor, the Royal Aircraft 
Factory.  Our visit started in Lord 

Trenchard’s office, kept as it was in 
1914, with a talk about the RAE 
and the FAST Museum.  This was 

followed by a visit to the replica of 
Samuel Cody’s British Army 

Aeroplane No.1 which made the 
first powered flight in Britain in 
1908.  Members then toured the 

Museum, which holds more 
material than can be explored in a short visit, so many are vowing to return when it is 

warmer.  The visit was followed by lunch at the adjacent Swan Hotel. 
 
Forthcoming Events 

Wednesday 11th March 2020, Skittles at the Jolly Farmer 
 
Organiser: Ted Payne. 

A Skittles evening has been arranged at the Jolly Farmer, Blacknest at 19.15 for 19.30 on 
Wednesday 11 March 2020.  Basket meals will be provided followed by tea or coffee as in 

previous years.  The event is now fully booked.  The cost of £15 was due at the January 
2020 lunch. 
 

27th April to 1st May 2020, Spring Break, Warners Bembridge Coast Hotel 
 

Organiser: Ron Thompson. 

For the Spring Break this year we shall be returning to Bembridge on the Isle of Wight for 4 

nights half board, and 39 places have been confirmed.  The island offers lots of attractions 
and the hotel provides entertainment every evening.  Two wine receptions and a bowls 
match have been organised.  The sign-up sheet is still available and additional places may 

still be available for members or guests wishing to join us on this holiday.  Prices are £260 
per person for a Standard room or £300 for a Signature room, with supplements for a sea 

view, patio or balcony and for single occupancy.  The ferry is an additional £27.50 return per 
car with up to 4 occupants.  Payment of the balance was due at the January lunch.   

 

Members with the replica of Cody’s aeroplane  



Tuesday 19th May 2020, Spring Walk 

Organiser: Michael Butcher. 

This walk will start from the Fox and Goose pub in Greywell, where we can have lunch after 

the walk.  About 4 miles with a view of the portal to Greywell Tunnel.  Sign-up sheet was 
available at the February lunch. 

 
Thursday 4th June 2020, Mottisfont Abbey and Gardens 

Organiser: Kit Mitchell. 

Mottisfont is a house and gallery set in riverside gardens, which are particularly famous for 
the National Collection of old-fashioned roses.  On arrival we will have a group talk on 

Mottisfont Priory, then be free to explore the estate.  The date has been chosen to catch the 
roses at their best.  Cost £14 - £22 for NT members, £28 - £36 for non-NT members.  
£10 deposit at the March lunch, balance in May.     

 
Wednesday 24th June 2020, Pétanque 

Organisers: Brian Armes and George Edwards. 

It is planned to hold our annual Pétanque meleé at 10 a.m. on the Crondall Pétanque Club 
terrain at the Cody Sports and Social Club, GU14 0LP.  As in the past the meleé will be 

followed by lunch at the Foresters, Church Crookham.  The price for Pétanque plus lunch will 
be £20, or £16 for those only attending the lunch.  A sign-up sheet will be available at 

the March lunch, with payment due in April. 
 

Monday 3rd August 2020, Stratfield Saye House 

Organiser: Kit Mitchell. 

We will have exclusive access to Stratfield Saye House, the home of the Duke of Wellington 

since 1818, for the day from 10.30am.  Tours of the house will be led by guides from the 
Wellington Estate, starting from 11am.  In addition, there are morning and afternoon talks 

on the Great Duke’s funeral and which also chart his military and political life.  Simple 
lunches from Wellington Farm Shop can be provided if ordered in advance.  We will make 
our own way to the Stratfield Saye House.  The cost is £15 per person, lunch extra.  

A £5 deposit will be payable in February, with the balance due in June. 

 

Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 23rd September Henley Rowing Museum and Nuffield Place 

Thursday 22 October  Wind tunnel tour, Farnborough 

Wednesday 25 November  Winchester College and Cathedral 

Wednesday 23 December  “Top hat” at the Mill, Sonning 

Thursday 25 February 2021 Thames Barrier and the Museum of London, Docklands 

Tuesday 18 May 2021  Ightham Mote and Chartwell 

 

 

Kind regards, 

Hugh Williams,  

President, Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 


