
Fugelmere Probus club of Fleet 

Past Events Reports 

Salisbury Cathedral and Ted Heath’s house ‘Arundells’, Thursday 28th March 2019 

Organiser:  Kit Mitchell. 

Twenty three members and 17 guests visited the 

Cathedral Close at Salisbury.  We were blessed with 
perfect weather and enjoyed guided tours of Ted 

Heath’s house Arundells and the Cathedral, including 
the Chapter House to see the Salisbury copy of the 
Magna Carta. 

 
Arundells is a delightful but not grand house and is 

packed with memorabilia from Ted Heath’s wide range 
of interests; politics, music, sailing and art.  The 
collections of paintings and china are wonderful, and 

the political material showed his close links with China 
and above all his desire to maintain peace through 

international cooperation.  The guides were informative 
and many of our party wished for more time and talked 

about a return visit. 
 
The Cathedral, founded in 1220 and consecrated in 

1258, has the highest spire and largest cloisters of any 
British Cathedral, yet is built on foundations only 4 feet 

deep, below which is waterlogged gravel. A dipstick 
through the floor of a transept allows the water level to 
be measured!  On Thursday it was 3 feet 6 inches below 

floor level. 
 

The Cathedral Refectory was a pleasant spot for an 
excellent lunch, sitting with other members of the group at tables reserved for us, and the café 
at the Salisbury Museum café provided excellent coffee on arrival (with a jar of free dog biscuits 

on the counter if we had a dog with us!).  Altogether, a most enjoyable and interesting day. 

 
Spring Break, Warners Littlecote House Hotel, 29th April – 3rd May 2019 

Organiser:  Ron Thompson. 

Fifteen members and eighteen guests enjoyed four 
days of good food, fun and entertainment at this 

very interesting Tudor mansion in beautiful 
countryside near Hungerford.  The weather was kind 

to us this year, enabling us to make the most of the 
attractions in the neighbourhood, including the 
Avebury Circle, the Crofton beam engines and the 

Kennet & Avon Canal, as well as the superb Roman 
mosaic in the hotel grounds.  Many of our members 

also enjoyed the fascinating house tour, with its 
tales of murders and ghosts.  As usual, Peter Buck 
very ably organised a bowls match for 10 pairs on 

Thursday afternoon, which was won by Ron 
Thompson and Mavis Smith. Brian Armes and Sue 

Thompson came second.  In the other games and 
activities Terry Berridge won the Archery, Ted Payne 
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the Rifle Shooting and Peter Smith the Trionimoes.  Various other prizes went to our guests.  

Peter Buck presented the prizes of wine and chocolates in his inimitable fashion at the Thursday 

afternoon reception following the bowls match. 

Spring Walk, Selborne, Tuesday 21st May 2019 

Organiser:  Kit Mitchell. 

Eleven members and 5 guests enjoyed a 4 mile walk 
circling the village of Selborne in perfect weather.  The 
walk started along the foot of the Hanger woods 

without climbing the zig-zag, crossed the B3006 to the 
church, then headed east beside the Oakhanger 

Stream towards Selborne Priory farm before looping 
back through woodland to the Selborne Arms for an 
excellent lunch, where we were joined by one further 

member.  After lunch several members visited the 

Gilbert White museum.  

 
 

Pétanque, 13th June 2019 

Organisers: Brian Armes and George Edwards. 

Thirteen Members and six guests were eagerly looking forward to our annual Petanque session 
but due to adverse weather this unfortunately had to be called off.  (The rain came despite our 
earlier consultation with the local witch doctor and rain dancer.  Perhaps we will try a larger 

bribe/offering next time.) 
 

Not all was doom and gloom however as, bolstered by others, seventeen Members and fourteen 
guests enjoyed an excellent Lunch at “The Foresters”.  The chatter was as fierce as a Petanque 
competition and much laughter was heard. 

 
No prizes were awarded on the day but we do hope to arrange an afternoon of Petanque 

followed by sandwiches and cake later this year. 
 
Cream Tea and Quiz, Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

Organiser:  Peter Buck. 

Twenty two members and twenty guests gathered in the cool of Crondall Village Hall on one of 

the hottest days of the year for the annual battle of the brains. 

Everyone was greeted with a lovely welcoming drink of high quality fruity Pimms made by Bar 
Managers Terry and Margaret Berridge to their secret recipe.  Six competing tables were soon 

attempting to solve the general quiz and dastardly dingbats.  At half time wonderful 
refreshments were provided by sandwich maker gurus Jan Wheatcroft and Sue Thompson with 

the traditional scones with jam and cream, plus cake and fruit followed by tea/ coffee all 
organised by Head Caterer Kate Buck.  Their efforts were greatly appreciated.  The enjoyment 
shared by all was evident throughout the afternoon and concluded with the results’ ceremony, 

with much barracking of the quizmaster, in what proved to be the closest ever fought contest.  
Congratulations go to the team winning the main combined general quiz and dingbats, which 

was comprised George Edwards, Tony Trice, Paul and Jan Wheatcroft, Peter and Caroline 
Withey.  It was a tremendous team effort and thanks are due to Ted Payne and Ron Thompson 
for setting up and organising all the volunteers who cleared the hall, and also to those who 

helped in the kitchen, and finally to everyone present who all played their part to make the 
occasion such a success. 

Sandham Memorial Chapel and Romsey Abbey, Tuesday 20th August 
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Organised by Kit Mitchell.  Twelve members and seven guests visited Sandham Memorial 

Chapel and Romsey Abbey.  The Chapel hides a 

series of wonderful paintings by the acclaimed 

artist Sir Stanley Spencer.  Inspired by his 

experience in the First World War as a medical 

orderly and a soldier, the paintings depict 

scenes from the Beaufort Hospital, Bristol and 

the forgotten front in Salonika. We had a talk 

on Spencer and a guided tour of the paintings, 

followed by an excellent lunch at The 

Carpenters Arms, a traditional pub.  In the 

afternoon we visited Romsey Abbey, the 

largest parish church in Hampshire which 

traces its origins back to 907 AD and feels a 

cathedral in all but name.  Split into two small 

groups we were shown the Abbey by guides 

who delighted in sharing the history of the 

church and the nunnery that pre-dated it. The 

Anglo-Saxon rood in St Anne’s Chapel is one of 

the oldest in Britain. During the tour we were 

told about a geophysical survey that had just 

revealed the foundations of two churches under 

the present one; one, a Saxon church replaced 

by the Normans, was known, but the second 

was completely new.  
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Thursday 12th September,  Pétanque Afternoon at Cody Sports & Social Club  

Organisers:  Brian Armes and George Edwards 

The weather gods were kinder to us than in June and on a bright afternoon nine Members and 

eight Guests gathered on the new terrain of Crondall Pétanque Club for our annual competition. 

At the end of a competitive three games apiece Peter Buck overturned his 2018 narrow defeat 

by Ron Thompson to come out as Top Man, and Overall Winner, by beating (you guessed it!) 

Ron Thompson by just 4 points.  Pauline Bowyer saw off some strong competition to earn the 

title of Top Lady.  For the second year running Chris Farmer held aloft the entire group of 

players to be awarded the accolade of Friendliest Player.  

After play we all enjoyed some excellent sandwiches, cake and tea/coffee very ably organised 

by Margaret Armes.  Thank you Margaret. 

Wednesday 25 September 2019, Lasham Gliding Heritage Centre  

Organiser Kit Mitchell. 

Fourteen members and two guests 

enjoyed a visit to the Gliding Heritage 

Centre at Lasham Airfield.  We were 

made most welcome by the Lasham 

Gliding Society, the largest gliding centre 

in Britain.  After coffee our visit started 

with a lecture and film on the history of 

sport gliding and the technical 

development of gliders, which now only 

need to descend at an angle of about 1 

in 60 to maintain speed.  We then had an 

excellent lunch in the Society’s 

restaurant (which is open to visitors), followed by a visit to the hangars that house the Gliding 

Heritage Centre’s collection of aircraft.  These illustrate the development of the sport and are 

very beautiful as well as technically interesting.  The Centre is open to visitors on Sundays 

(check the website) and if the weather is suitable, some of the aircraft are flown. 

Wednesday 9 October, Autumn 
Walk 
Organisers: Michael Butcher and Kit 

Mitchell. 
 

Ten members and six guests spent a 
pleasant morning walking around the 
Roman walls of the city of Calleva, 

now Silchester.  We were fortunate 
with the weather and visited the 

amphitheatre as well as walking along 
the top of the city wall, which is up to 
5 metres high, stopping to read the 

many information panels and view the 
remains of the gateways, where the 

slots for the gates are still visible. The 
area inside the wall is farmland, but 
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Michael had prepared a handout showing the layout of the city.  

 
Few of the group had visited Silchester before, and all were impressed by the size of the former 

city and by how much of the city wall survives.  After our walk we went to the Calleva Arms for 
an excellent pub lunch.   

 

Wednesday 20 November, The Museum of Military Medicine and the Aldershot Military 
Museum 

 
Organiser: Kit Mitchell; Visit leader: Michael Butcher. 

 
Seventeen members and six guests had a very interesting and eventful visit to two local 
museums in November.  At the Museum of Military Medicine at Keogh Barracks near Mitchett, 

we first had a lecture on the life of James Barry, a renowned military surgeon in the mid-19th 
century.  We then learned that James Barry was born Margaret Ann Bulkley!  self-declaring (to 

herself only) as male, was the only way 
of pursuing her chosen career at that 
time.  We then had a guided tour of 

medicine on the battlefield from the 
civil war onwards. 

The group had to brave the cold in the 
museum as the army has not heated 
the Keogh Barracks or museum for the 

last three years!  At lunchtime, we then 
discovered the Swan Inn had had a fire 

the previous day in the kitchen which 
caused significant delays to our lunch – 
but the staff responded superbly and 

decided not charge us for our meals 
and we left a very grateful tip for them 

to share around the staff. 
The afternoon was less eventful, but we 

had a fascinating guided tour of the 
Aldershot Military Museum which is 
housed in an old barrack block. We 

learnt about the birth and growth of the 
barracks in Aldershot, the impact on the surrounding area and the endeavours of the early 

aviator Mr Cody.  Several members of the group enjoyed handling the rifles and sitting in the 
armoured vehicles. 
Kit would like to thank Michael for leading the visit and coping with a bevy of problems. 

 

Saturday 21st December 2019, Mill at Sonning Dinner Theatre, "Singin' In The Rain"  

Organiser: Terry Berridge. 
 
Fifteen members and seventeen guests signed up for this event but sadly five people were 

unable to attend due to last minute medical problems which we hope were all well cleared up by 
Christmas day.  The show was certainly one of the very best we have been to with excellent 

singing and dancing by a top class cast.  We also enjoyed excellent food and conversation which 
was a great start to our Christmas celebrations.  The irony of the title, given our recent 
weather, was not lost on our members! 

 

Tuesday 4th February, Farnborough Air Sciences Trust (FAST) Museum 
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Organiser: Kit Mitchell. 

Twenty members and 3 guests 
visited the FAST Museum, which 

celebrates the history of the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment and its 

predecessor, the Royal Aircraft 
Factory.  Our visit started in Lord 
Trenchard’s office, kept as it was in 

1914, with a talk about the RAE 
and the FAST Museum.  This was 

followed by a visit to the replica of 
Samuel Cody’s British Army 
Aeroplane No.1 which made the 

first powered flight in Britain in 
1908.  Members then toured the 

Museum, which holds more 
material than can be explored in a 
short visit, so many are vowing to 

return when it is warmer. The visit was followed by lunch at the adjacent Swan Hotel. 
 

Wednesday 11th March 2020, Skittles at the Jolly Farmer 

Organiser: Ted Payne. 

All thoughts of virus gloom disappeared when 15 members and 14 guests met for our annual Skittles evening at the 

Jolly Farmer.  As always, competition was fierce with the two Margaret’s, Allaway and Berridge, scoring 20 and 19 

respectively to take the honours in the Ladies event.  The Men’s competition saw Simon Hackett playing very strongly 

to win with a score of 20 narrowly beating Peter Smith with 19 (or should that be 91?).  Despite having husband Peter 

as chief scorer, Kate Buck’s score of 7 was enough to secure her the coveted wooden spoon (It is believed the couple 

still remain happily married!).  The team event was as competitive as ever with the Men emerging victorious with a 

total 193 points against the Ladies 180. 

The knockout competition brought the evening to an exciting conclusion with Marion Filer and Paul Wheatcroft being 

the only two players still standing at the finish, with Marion conjuring up some Welsh wizardry to clinch the honours. 

Finally, a big thank you to all those who volunteered as ‘skittles uppers’ at the hot end of the alley, and particular 

thanks to Peter Buck, in maintaining the scoreboard and keeping things running smoothly throughout the evening. 
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