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Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 

www.fugelmere.org.uk 
 

Welcome to our September 2020 newsletter. 
 
The committee has been busy working on how to make some of our activities “Covid 19 

Secure” so that we can begin to meet again in a more traditional Probus manner.  We have 
been actively exploring with the Lismoyne how we might safely recommence our monthly 

lunches with reduced numbers.  We will summarise the approach, prior to asking members 
to give us feedback on whether they would feel comfortable in participating.  In the 
meantime, we will continue to focus on Zoom based monthly talks. 

 
On the events side, we will use the Covid protocols developed by the Ramblers Association 

to enable us to organise “Covid Secure” walks.  We will now organise a local monthly walk 
whilst the weather remains suitable.  Unfortunately, most of the locations for our 
programme of events remain closed to groups. 

 
In doing all this, we know that the Covid restrictions are evolving and may impact our 

plans.  We are still conscious that many of our members are in the “clinically vulnerable” 
category as defined by the government. 

 

Monthly Meeting – 14 September 

Following the success of last month’s meeting on Zoom with an excellent talk on Mars by Kit 
Mitchell, we are going to continue with this format.  This month we will have a talk by 
another of our members, Hugh Williams, on the subject of “Roman Propaganda”. We 

encourage recipients of the newsletter and their partners to participate. 

Hugh will present, via Zoom, starting at 2:30 pm on 14th September.  Details for connecting 
to this Zoom session are: 

 
Either 

• Just click on this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83945851976 

Or 

• Enter this ID into your Zoom app: 839 4585 1976 
 

For those who haven’t used Zoom before, there are some instructions on getting started with 

Zoom at the end of this newsletter.  
 

News of Members 

 
David Hirst has sadly resigned on health grounds, after more than 20 years, including as 

President in 2001.  He is keen to stay in touch and will continue to receive our newsletter. 
 

http://www.fugelmere.org.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83945851976
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Secretary’s notes 

 
There are no birthdays to report in September. 

Financial Matters 
 
Subscriptions – 2020/2021 

 

Some members have already paid their subscriptions. For those who haven’t, here is a quick 
reminder of how to do it: 

 

• BACS payment should be made to Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet, Sort Code       

30-93-32, Account No. 00713199.  Note that, if you don’t have on-line banking 
facilities, BACS payments can be made through your bank.  As a reference for your 

payment, please use your name so that we know you have made the payment. 
 

• Cheques should be made payable to Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet and posted to the 
Treasurer at 14 Kent Road, Fleet, GU51 3AH. 

 

For those of you who may not be sure if they have paid, please contact Chris Tilley.  
 

Recent Events 

Following the success of our first Covid walk around 

Edenbrook, Peter Buck kindly agreed to lead a walk around 
the woodland to the east of Fleet Pond.  

This was due to take place on 25th August and we were 
fully booked with two groups, each of six walkers. As we 

approached the date of the walk, the weather forecast 
deteriorated till it foretold continuous heavy downpours 
coupled with a yellow wind warning!  Despite the hardiness 

of many of our walkers, we decided to postpone by a week.  

Our decision was rewarded when we gathered in Peter and 

Kate Buck’s garden on 1st September under clear blue 
skies.  The conditions were ideal, and some ended up 
walking in shirt sleeves – very pleasant after the cold snap 

in late August.  The walk started on the usual Fleet pond 
circuit to Sandy Bay before we took off through the 

woodlands on Peter and Kate’s favourite tracks with a 
range of points of interest for us as we circled back past 
the site of the new Pyestock housing development, 

“Hartland Village”.  On return, several members enjoyed a 
picnic to round off a very pleasant morning. 
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Planned Events 

Socially distanced local walk – Wednesday 23rdSeptember, 10 and 10:30am 
Organisers: Kit Mitchell / Michael Butcher 

 
Our monthly walks will now follow the Covid protocols developed by the Ramblers Association 

and the ‘Walking for Health’ scheme.  Before the latest government clampdown, this would 
have enabled us to have a larger group of walkers, up to 30 maximum.  This week’s 
government announcement however imposes a legal limit of six people in a social group. 

 
We will therefore use the same principle as our last two walks i.e. separate groups of six 

people each.  However, the two groups will set off 30 minutes apart to avoid any risk of 
‘mingling’ (and hence breaking the law).  We will also have a fall-back plan if bad weather is 
forecast.  If this happens, we will postpone the walk by exactly one week – so you may wish 

to put this date in your diary as well. 
 

Our next walk will be around Yateley Common between the A30 and the B3272. It will be 
about 3½ miles, following the A30 to Hayward’s Cottage before looping back past Cottage 
Farm and Heathlands Cemetery.  We will start from the car park at Wyndham’s Pool.  There 

is also a picnic area which people may wish to use at the end of the walk.  

 
If you would like to join us, please email michael.g.butcher@gmail.com  An information sheet 
will be sent out to all those who sign up.  This will include the guidance from the Ramblers 

Association about how to have a “Covid Secure” walk. 

 

Reminder Postponed events for which members have already paid 
 

• Mottisfont Abbey - cancelled. We have collected £180 as deposits for 18 people. We 

have not made any payments and will refund these deposits to members in due 
course.  

 

• Stratfield Saye - postponed. We have collected £230 as deposits for 46 people. Since 
we are expecting this trip to be rescheduled for 2021, we are not planning to refund 
these deposits at present. 

 

• Spring Break – members’ payments have been carried over to next year with their 
agreement. Refunds have been made for those who requested. 

 

Potential future Events for your diary 
 
Most of the following locations in our event programme are closed at present because of the 
virus or are unable to take group visits at this point in time.  As soon as we think Covid 

regulations permit, we will endeavour to resurrect events on the list.  We have already 
cancelled the visit to the Henley for 23rd September and will keep the rest of the programme 

under continuous review. 

 
Thursday 22nd October Wind tunnel tour, Farnborough 

Wednesday 25th November Winchester College and Cathedral 

mailto:michael.g.butcher@gmail.com
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Wednesday 23rd December “Top hat” at the Mill, Sonning 

Thursday 25th February 2021 Thames Barrier and the Museum of London, Docklands 

Wednesday 11th March Skittles 

26-30 April Spring Break 

Tuesday 18th May Ightham Mote and Chartwell 

 

Things are changing rapidly at the moment, so we may have to cancel an activity at short 
notice or be able to suddenly resurrect a postponed event.  We may therefore do email 

updates, between the usual monthly newsletters, to keep everyone up to date. 

 
Kind regards, 

 
 

 

Chris Farmer, 

President, Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 

 

Attached: “Getting started with Zoom” 
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Getting Started with Zoom 
 
An iPad is probably the easiest device to set up and use on Zoom (smart phones and 

Android devices are similar). However, any PC/laptop can also be used, but your computer 
needs a microphone and camera to fully participate (nearly all recent laptops have both as 

standard). It doesn’t matter whether you have a Windows PC or an Apple Mac, both should 
work. 

 

If someone else already uses your device for Zoom sessions, there is nothing to do in 
advance of the meeting – please go straight to Step Three below. Otherwise, a bit of 
preparatory work is necessary to get ready – see Step One below. Please do this before 

the day of the meeting to allow time to seek advice (in which case please call Michael 
Butcher 07801 340570 who will try to help). 

 

Step One 

 

To get your PC or iPad set up for Zoom, please click on the link immediately below (the bit 
underlined in blue/purple): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83945851976 
 

 

If you are using a PC or laptop you should then see something like this: 

Please click on: download and run Zoom 

Then go to Step Two on the next page 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83945851976
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If you are using an iPad should see something like this: 
 

Please click on: download from App Store 

(iPhones, Android tablets and other smart phones are similar.) 

Then go to Step Two below. 

Step Two 

 

You now need to follow the instructions on your screen to install the Zoom program 
(PC/laptop) or the Zoom Cloud Meetings app (iPad). During this you may be asked at any 
point to: 

 

• Enter your Apple password if you have an iPad 

• Agree to the Zoom terms and conditions 

• Enter your name (this is the name other people attending the Zoom meeting will see) 

• Agree that your PC/laptop/iPad may access the camera on your device 

• Agree that your PC/laptop/iPad may access the microphone on your device 

 

 
 

Now go to Step Three on the next page 
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Step Three – connect to the meeting 

 

Zoom will then try and connect you to the Probus Meeting – this means you have succeeded 
in installing Zoom! 

 

If you are doing this in advance of the meeting (recommended), you will probably get a 
message saying, “Waiting for the host to start the meeting”. If this is your first time on 
Zoom and you want to check it all works, call Michael Butcher on 07801 340570 so he can 

(if convenient) start a meeting, just for you and him, to check your setup is all working. 

 

As you connect to the meeting, when asked, you click the box to join with “Computer Audio” 
or “Internet Audio”. And then when asked, “Join with Video”. 

 

Next, you will be put into a “waiting room” to wait for the host to admit you to the main 
meeting (this is a security feature to make sure no uninvited people try to gate crash our 
meeting!). 

 

When you then join the main meeting, your microphone will have been muted to avoid you 
inadvertently interrupting a discussion or the presentation that is going on. When you wish 

to speak, you will need to “unmute” yourself – so it’s a good idea to experiment with Zoom 
on your device in advance to familiarise yourself with how to do this. We’ve probably all 

seen examples on television of people struggling to unmute themselves! (Particularly during 
the Downing Street press conferences.) 

 

 
 

Michael Butcher, 07801 340570 

• Events Coordinator 

• Zoom organiser333 


