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Welcome to our May 2020 newsletter.  We all seem to be coping in these difficult times but 
look forward to the day when we will once again enjoy our lunch together.  I would like to 
thank all members for keeping in touch with each other during this “social distancing”, 

especially Keith Allaway, George Edwards and Peter Withey, who have telephoned many 
members.  It is particularly difficult for members to keep in touch with family and friends 

and to that end we are also creating a WhatsApp group on smartphones to enable members 
to share pictures, comments and chat.  See the details further below.  
 

At this time, each year, the proceeds from our Charity Collection are normally distributed to 
two chosen charities.  The convention employed is for half the monies to go to the Phyllis 

Tuckwell Hospice, with the other half going to a charity of the President’s choosing.  I have 
decided, in the exceptional circumstances of this year, to also donate this second half to the 
Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice.  I know that this donation will be more than useful. Chris Tilley, 

our Treasurer, will send a payment of £300 to the Hospice in the next few days. 
 

Wishing you all the best, keep safe until we resume our activities.   
 
Luncheon: Monday 11th May 2020 CANCELLED. 

 
Because of the corona virus situation May’s lunch has been cancelled.  The speaker, Peter 

Withey, has kindly agreed to postpone his talk on “Religious Dissent and the Accidental 
Acquisition of Preston Court, Kent” until the 8th February 2021. 
 

 

News of members 
 
It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of Linda Stevens, loving wife of John 

Stevens.  Linda passed away on 25th April after a few weeks in hospital and succumbing to 
Pneumonia.  Linda had been unwell for some time and John became her main carer.  I am 
sure that all our members have John in their thoughts at this difficult time. 

 
Secretary’s notes 
 

AGM 
 

As I have heard nothing from members by the end of April, I conclude there are no 
nominations for the available committee posts. 
 

If as it seems unlikely that we be able to meet for lunch on the 8th June, the committee will 
appoint new office holders at our June meeting so that a new committee can operate from 

June 8th. 

http://www.fugelmere.org.uk/


Handbook 
 
I am preparing the new Handbook for the new year, 2020/2021.  It may need to be an 

abridged version because we cannot definitely identify when the Events and Speaker 
programmes can commence.  The Newsletter would be the most flexible method of notifying 

the membership as the future arrangements are completed. 
 
The membership details will be expanded to include mobile numbers.  I do not have 

numbers for every member so I will contact these individual members to see if they wish 
their numbers included. 

 
In this regard I have had a recent change of address and telephone number for David Ward.  
The new address is 11 Fairland Close Fleet GU52 7LX, 621906. 

 
Birthdays in May 

 
Ivan Harrington 2nd, Leslie Holt 9th, Terry Berridge 14th, Peter Buck 18th, Brian Armes 
24th, Howard Filer 31st. 

 
Congratulations to all, with extra special Best Wishes to Howard, as his is a significant one! 

 
Hope you are all keeping safe and well. 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 
Because of the corona virus epidemic, the Spring Break has been cancelled.  However, Ron Thompson 
has arranged with Warners for 33 of the 39 members and guests due to take part to have their booking 
transferred to the same week next year.  Ron is in the process of recovering a full refund for the remaining 
6 participants. 
 
Stratfield Saye has closed for the rest of the year, so our visit is defin itely cancelled.  The Spring Walk, 
the visit to Mottisfont Abbey and Pétanque are also unlikely to take place as scheduled.  The Spring Walk 
will only take place if the current restrictions have been lifted by mid-May.  Mottisfont Abbey is currently 
closed; members will be kept in touch as we get nearer the date.   
 
At present we do not know when it will be possible to restart the events programme.  The events listed 
below have been arranged and we will keep you in touch as we get nearer to their dates. 
 
We have an excellent programme through to summer 2021 and hope to be able to restart it before too 
long.  Payment dates have been slipped to May or later, while we assess what will be possible, and may 
well slip further. 

 
Thursday 4th June 2020, Mottisfont Abbey and Gardens.  CURRENTLY CLOSED 

Organiser: Kit Mitchell. 

Mottisfont is a house and gallery set in riverside gardens, which are particularly famous for 
the National Collection of old-fashioned roses.  On arrival we will have a group talk on 

Mottisfont Priory, then be free to explore the estate.  The date has been chosen to catch the 
roses at their best.   
 

Wednesday 24th June 2020, Pétanque.  CURRENTLY CLOSED 
The Pétanque match is unlikely to take place; the Cody facility is currently closed, and the Foresters is 
unlikely to open before the end of June.  George has told the people who signed up originally that it is 
unlikely to take place. 



Monday 3rd August 2020, Stratfield Saye House  CANCELLED 

Organiser: Kit Mitchell. 

Stratfield Saye has cancelled all visits for 2020.  We will leave our deposit with Stratfield 

Saye, and they will offer us a date in 2021.  The Committee suggest that the Club retains 
the £5 deposits paid for this trip, but if any member would like their deposit returned, 

please contact Chris Tilley.  Anyone unable to attend the new date in 2021 will of course 
have their deposit returned. 

 

Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 21st July   Cream tea and quiz, Crondall Village Hall 

Wednesday 23rd September Henley Rowing Museum and Nuffield Place 

Thursday 22 October  Wind tunnel tour, Farnborough 

Wednesday 25 November  Winchester College and Cathedral 

Wednesday 23 December  “Top hat” at the Mill, Sonning 

Thursday 25 February 2021 Thames Barrier and the Museum of London, Docklands 

Tuesday 18 May 2021  Ightham Mote and Chartwell 

 

WhatsApp group FPCOF 
 
Many of you are probably already users of WhatsApp on your mobile phone and we have 

created a private group called FPCOF (Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet).  Most of the 
committee have already been using the group. 

 
For those of you not familiar with Whatsapp, it is a safe, easy way to share pictures, 
comments and chat amongst ourselves.  It is a very widely used free application, you can 

download from the Appstore/Playstore onto your mobile phone, however: does require a 
data plan on your mobile.  To participate, firstly download the application to your phone 

then follow these brief instructions. 
 
1) open this newsletter on your mobile phone   

2) click on this link https://chat.whatsapp.com/HJtUmTscMtcLHMxAFTIWUv  
3) send us a test message! 

 
If you have any questions or need some assistance,  email chris_k_farmer@hotmail.com or 

call him on 07725 496076. 
 

 

 

Kind regards, 

Hugh Williams,  

President, Fugelmere Probus Club of Fleet 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/HJtUmTscMtcLHMxAFTIWUv
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